
inspiring achievement

You are invited to these free events

Sidney Myer Rural Lecture 3
Wednesday 18 September 2013
7.30pm – 9.30pm    |  	 Corkwood Room, Desert Knowledge Precinct, 
	 Business & Innovation Centre, South Stuart Highway, Alice Springs
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Please register by COB, Friday 13 September at: flinders.edu.au/events, or contact 	
Marja van Breda on 8201 7529, email marja.vanbreda@flinders.edu.au

Red Dirt Curriculum: 												          
Reimagining Remote Education   

Follow-up Workshop – Thursday, 19 September    |     9.00am – 11am 

SAM OSBORNE 
Senior Research Fellow, 
University of South Australia, 
Cooperative Research 
Centre for Remote Economic 
Participation, Remote 
Education Systems Project.

KARINA LESTER 
Aboriginal Language Worker, 
Mobile Language Team, 
Discipline of Linguistics/ 
School of Humanities, 
University of Adelaide.

MAKINTI MINUTJUKUR  
PYEC (Pitjantjatjara 
Yankunytjatjara Education 
Committee) Director.

KATRINA TJITAYI   
former PYEC Director,	
School Improvement 
Coordinator, APY Lands.

With the nationalising of curriculum, teacher standards and measures of student literacy and 
numeracy achievement, the value and relative success of remote community education is 
framed within a homogenous, metro-centric understanding of achievement and success. 

Increasing and (at times) competing system pressures 
and policy demands have amplified pressure to pursue 
educational achievement in western terms, relative to 
the rest of the Australian population. But is this pressure 
achieving the desired outcomes in academic, social and 
political terms, or indeed from the perspective of increasingly 
marginalised voices of remote communities themselves?

In this lecture, remote educators pose the question, ‘What 
knowledge matters for young people in the APY (Anangu 
Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara) lands in the remote north-
west corner of South Australia?’ and, ‘What would a 
contextualised, ‘red dirt’ curriculum look like if we were to 	
re-imagine the core elements of a remote education?’


